
Fellowship Baptist Church, October 16, 2016 P.M. 
Message: “Reactions to Salvation”—John 9:35-38 

INTRODUCTION: John 9:16, “And there was a division among them.”   There have and will be 
different reactions to the work of God.  These reactions cover a variety of attitudes: skepticism,  

disbelief, questioning, and faith.  There is the reaction of the onlookers and the reaction of the 
one experiencing the miracle.  The miracle as it took place is described in verses 1-7, the 
reactions start with verse 8 and continue through verse 38. 
 
I.  Reaction 1: Skepticism—v. 8-12 
 A.  Those involved are the neighbors, the ones who were acquainted with him—v. 8 
 B.  Some recognized the blind man others doubted—v. 9 
 C.  The blind man’sman’s answer— “I am he”. 
   
II.  Reaction 2: Disbelief—v. 13-18, 24-29; 34 
 A.  Legalistic view—v. 14 
  1.  Conflict over the tradition of the Sabbath—v. 16. 
  2.  Accusation: He is a sinner—v. 24 
 B.  Close minded: We are Moses disciples—v. 28-29 
 C.  Rejection of the truth: They cast him out—v. 34 
 
III.  Reaction 3:  Fear of man—v. 18-23 
 A.  The facts: He is our son; He was born blind; He is of age, ask him. 
 B.  Fear of being rejected—v. 22 
   
IV.  Reaction 4: Belief—v. 1-38. 
 A.  Faith is both instant and growing. 
  1.  The blind man’s initial faith shown by obedience—v. 6-7 
  2.  The blind man’s faith grows into a strong declaration—v. 38 
 B.  The growing process of faith. 
  1.  The initial contact—v. 6-7 
  2.  The explanation—v. 11, 15, 25 
 C.  Growth from limited knowledge to greater knowledge.--v. 11 “A man called Jesus”; 
  v. 17 “He is a prophet”; “The Son of God”—v. 35-38. 
 D.  Faith in Jesus leads to worship—v. 38 
 
V.  Jesus’ reaction toward the man. 
 A.  Compassion—v. 1 
 B.  Comfort—v. 35 
 C.  Revelation—v. 35-37 
 
CONCLUSION:  Faith is a growing process.  It begins with salvation and grows with knowledge of 
Jesus.  Faith grows as we trust God’s word and see it work in our lives (Rom. 10:17). 
 


